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Online Resources for Nursing from the Durham Tech Library   
 

Library databases are available through the Durham Tech Library website:  
                                               http://www.durhamtech.edu/library.htm 
 
To obtain passwords for remote access to these resources please call, email, or visit the library.   
 
Health Reference Center Academic                      

This database provides access to full text nursing and allied health journals and contains an integrated 
collection of medical and professional periodicals, reference books, pamphlets, and online videos.  To access 
the videos, do an advanced search for publisher name “OR-live.”  You will find videos under the multimedia tab.  
Full-text articles from the Gale Encyclopedia of Medicine are also included in this database.   

Mary Ann Liebert Journals                                   
This database contains authoritative peer-reviewed journals, books, and trade magazines in the areas of 
biomedical research/life sciences, clinical medicine, and surgery. 
 

OVID                                                                      
 This database contains full text articles from many of the core nursing journals such as American Journal of 
Nursing, The American Journal of Maternal Child Nursing, Nursing Made Incredibly Easy, Cancer Nursing, 
Nurse Educator, and more.   

PsycARTICLES                                                  
Full text articles from 50 of the most important peer-reviewed psychology journals published by the American 
Psychological Association, the APA Educational Publishing Foundation, and the Canadian Psychological 
Association. 

Salem Health- Magill’s Medical Guide             
Salem Health Database provides information about diseases and disorders. Diagnosis, testing, treatment, 
therapy, and prevention are issues discussed within the articles.  

Science Direct                                                  
Contains reference works, handbooks, e-books, and offers a journal collection of over 2,000 titles in the Health 
and Life Sciences from Elsevier.  
 

Health and Medical Databases available through NC LIVE 

CINAHL with Full Text 
CINAHL with Full Text is a comprehensive source of full text for nursing & allied health journals, providing full 
text for more than 520 journals. 

Health Source: Nursing/Academic Edition  

This database provides more than 400 scholarly full text journals focusing on many medical disciplines. 

Gale Virtual Reference Library 
Online access to the e-book versions of Gale Encyclopedia of Nursing and Allied Health, Gale Encyclopedia of 
Science, and other Gale encyclopedias.   
  
NetLibrary 
A collection of e-books that include NCLEX, test-taking, and critical thinking books for nursing students.  To 
access the most recent nursing materials, click on advanced search, type “nursing” in for keyword, and “2008-
2009” in the year published field.     
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Database Search Strategy Worksheet 
 
Step 1:  Define your research topic. 
 
State your research topic here.   

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sample topic: 
What are ways in which nurses can promote exercise to the elderly? 

 
Step 2: Identify the important concepts for your search. 
 
Underline the key words in your sentence above.   
 
List those key terms here: 

 
Concept 1 Concept 2 Concept 3 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Sample: 

Concept 1 Concept 2 Concept 3 
 
promote 

 
exercise 

 
elderly 

 
 
Step 3: Create a list of synonyms or related terms for each concept.   
 
Concept 1 synonyms Concept 2 synonyms Concept 3 synonyms 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Example: 

Concept 1 synonyms Concept 2 synonyms Concept 3 synonyms 
promote= 
encourage 
motivate 

exercise= 
activity 
fitness 

elderly= 
senior 
geriatric 
older adult 
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Step 4: Create a search strategy using keywords, Boolean operators, parentheses, 
truncation, etc… 
 
What are Boolean operators? 
 
The Boolean operators AND, OR, and NOT define the relationships between words or groups 
of words. 
 
The AND operator    
 
You can specify that terms must appear in the results you retrieve by using the AND 
operator.                                 example:         cancer AND prevention 
 
Each of the above search statements will find documents containing both terms,  
 
You can use the AND operator more than once in a search. 
                                                example:        cancer AND prevention AND screening 
 
The OR operator 
  
Using the OR operator allows either or both of your search terms appear in your results.     
                                                example:         injury OR wound 
 
You can use the OR operator more than once in a search. 
         example:         injury OR wound OR trauma 
 
The NOT operator    
 
The NOT operator forbids the word after NOT from appearing in the search results.  
                                                 example:        bulimia NOT anorexia 
 
Truncation   
 
Truncation is a method of including all the possible ending forms of a word through the use of 
a symbol. It is an effective tool for expanding a search that has retrieved too few results.  To 
truncate the word education, type “educat” followed by the appropriate truncation symbol for 
the particular database (usually *). 
 
educat* would retrieve: 
educate 
educating 
educator 
education 
educational 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                                                                                              JH 9/09                                                              

Parentheses or Nesting 
 
Use parentheses ( ) to group segments of Boolean queries for more complex searches when 
using the OR operator.       
                                               example: treatment AND (HIV OR AIDS) 
 

 
Step 5: Create and conduct your searches in the nursing and health databases: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sample: 
 
promotion and exercise and elderly 
 
You could also try to use Boolean operators OR & AND, truncation, and parentheses to 
increase your results: 
 
(promot* OR encourage* OR motivat*) AND (exercis* OR activit* OR fitness) AND 
(elderly OR senior OR geriatric) 
 
promot* would retrieve the following terms: promote, promotes, promoting, promotion 
motivat* would retrieve: motivate, motivates, motivating, motivation, motivational 
 
 
 
Please contact a Durham Tech librarian if you need assistance with research.   
 
Telephone: 919-536-7211                                  
 
Email:  library@durhamtech.edu     
 
If you need assistance after hours when the library is closed, you can connect with a librarian 
through virtual reference:   http://www.ncknows.org 


